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Protection 
from abuse 
numbers 


set record 


Several factors cited 
for spike in county 


By Christopher Huffaker 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


When Alina Sheykhet got a re- 
straining order in September 
against her ex-boyfriend, the 
University of Pittsburgh student 
joined thousands of other Alle- 
gheny County residents employing 
an increasingly popular tool to try 
to keep abusers away. 

In 2016, the county saw a record 
number of people applying for pro- 
tection from abuse orders, or 
PFAs, according to the Adminis- 
trative Office of Pennsylvania 
Courts, which publishes such data 
back to 2010. 

Experts say the rise locally in 
the use of restraining orders likely 
is the result of several factors, in- 
cluding specific programs to aid 
victims of domestic abuse intro- 
duced in the area, the ability to con- 
duct video conferences from hospi- 
tals to allow victims to obtain 
emergency protection orders, im- 
proved police training in how to re- 
spond to domestic violence calls, 
increased public awareness and 
decreased stigma. 

In Ms. Sheykhet’s case, a re- 
straining order didn’t appear to of- 
fer any protection. Police and pros- 
ecutors say her ex-boyfriend, Mat- 
thew Darby, killed her 17 days after 
she went to court. Despite such sit- 
uations, advocates for victims of 
domestic violence remain 


SEE ORDERS, PAGE A-3 


U.S. House 


votes to cut 
red tape on 
telemedicine 


By Tracie Mauriello 
Post-Gazette Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs has robust 
technology that would allow its pa- 
tients to get remote medical care 
from specialists anywhere in the 
country if not for red-tape restric- 
tions put in place long before tele- 
medicine was an option. 

Congress took the first step to- 
ward eliminating those restric- 
tions Tuesday evening in a unani- 
mous voice vote on a bill sponsored 
by U.S. Rep. Glenn “G.T.” Thomp- 
son, R-Centre. 

At issue is a conflict between 
two federal regulations. One allows 
VA-credentialed doctors to practice 
in any agency facility nationwide 
even outside their states of licen- 
sure. The other restricts telemedi- 
cine from being practiced across 
state lines. 

Known as the VETS Act, Mr. 
Thompson’s legislation would cre- 
ateexemptions for the VA similar to 


SEE TELEMEDICINE, PAGE A-2 


231 YEARS OF SERVICE 


but lose Pa. 


By Chris Potter, Dan 
Majors, Paula Reed Ward 
and Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


While voters in New Jersey 
and Virginia put emphatic blues 
on the electoral map, Pennsylva- 
nia had no 2017 race that would 
point the way to how red, blue or 
purple the Commonwealth will 
be in 2018. But there were hints 
in Tuesday’s election results of 
how the Trump-era election 
landscape is taking form. 

Democrats did well in many 
races. Nothing new in Demo- 
cratic Pittsburgh, where what 
paltry competition there was 
for mayor and sheriff took place 
in the spring primary. Sheriff 
Bill Mullen and Mayor Bill 
Peduto cruised back into office; 
the mayor tweeted the Obama 
“Hope” symbol with the words 
“Tt’s back” as results flowed in. 

In Pittsburgh City Council, 
the candidate favored by in- 
cumbent Natalia Rudiak, who 
did not seek re-election, was de- 
feated in the primary by Demo- 
crat Anthony Coghill. Mr. 
Coghill then easily crushed his 
opponent, Republican Cletus 
Cibrone-Abate, for the District 4 
seat. 


SEE ELECTION, PAGE A-4 
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Democrats make gains 
igh court seat 


FINAL 


Haley Nelson/Post-Gazette 


Judge Dwayne Woodruff, candidate for Pennsylvania Supreme Court, prays with his wife, Joy, and grandson, 
Jonah, 8, at an election party Tuesday in the Strip District. Judge Woodruff lost the race to Sallie Updyke Mundy. 


Eric Gay/Associated Press 


Rene Moreno holds back tears as he speaks with a Texas state trooper 
Tuesday outside the First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs. 


Texas church gunman made 
threats to military superiors 


By Jim Vertuno, 
Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber 


Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — The gunman who carried 
out the massacre of 26 people at a 
small-town Texas church got in 
trouble for bringing guns onto a 
military base and threatening his 
superiors there, police reports indi- 
cate and in 2012, briefly escaped 


from a mental health center in New 
Mexico. 

Devin Kelley was also named as 
a suspect in a 2013 rape in his Texas 
hometown of New Braunfels, about 
35 miles from the scene of the 
church attack. 

The records that emerged Tues- 
day add up to at least three missed 
opportunities that might have of- 
fered law enforcement a way to 


SEE GUNMAN, PAGE A-12 


‘Teachers’ contract may 
end performance pay 


City schools, union 
to vote today on 
arbitrator's report 


By Molly Born 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The last contract for teach- 
ers in the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools linked pay for newcom- 
ers to how well they performed 
in the classroom. But that key 
provision is likely to disappear 
in the next collective bargain- 
ing agreement that the district 
and its teachers’ union could 
approve as early as this week. 

The school board and mem- 
bers of the Pittsburgh Federa- 
tion of Teachers will vote Wed- 
nesday on whether to accept a 
nonbinding report from an in- 
dependent arbitrator who ex- 
amined each side’s proposal. If 
either rejects it, they can vote 
again up to 10 days later, then 
go back to negotiations. If ac- 
cepted, it becomes the contract. 

Five-year pacts for union 
members ran out June 30, 2015, 
and they have been working 
under the terms of contract ex- 


tensions that ran out the same 
day this year. The union rep- 
resents 2,400 teachers, 565 para- 
professionals and 20 technical- 
clerical employees. 

The two sides have staked 
out differences on a new con- 
tract and made their argu- 
ments to Lewis Amis, a media- 
tor who has heard more than 400 
teacher arbitration cases, on 
Oct. 19. The union’s summary of 
his report, furnished to its 
members and obtained by the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, pro- 
vided a glimpse of the issues di- 
viding the school district, 
sometimes discussed in sharp 
language. 

By the union’s account, Mr. 
Amis rejected or remained si- 
lent on a few key aspects of its 
proposal. But everyone gener- 
ally appeared to agree to phase 
out the performance-based pay 
concept for teachers hired after 
July 1, 2010. The new pay scale 
essentially changed the time 
needed to attain tenure from 
three years to four years and 
pegged compensation directly 
to how well they perform in the 


SEE CONTRACT, PAGE A-4 
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